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The party-political system of the
European Union (EU) is experiencing a
new stage of turbulence

On June 6-9, elections were held to
the European Parliament (EP), which
has fairly broad powers in the legislative
field and in the field of foreign policy. In
the five years since the previous pan-
European elections in 2019, a number
of important events have taken place
in Europe, which have had a significant
impact on the socio-political and socio-
economic systems of the EU. This is
the COVID-19 pandemic, which led to a
noticeable recession in the economy and
forced the leadership of the EU and its
member states to make serious efforts
to restore it; and to overcome the
consequences associated with climate
change; and the growth of migration
flows from Africa and Asia. All this has
led to such contradictory transformations
in the European party-political system
as:

® the decline in popularity of the
leading European parties: Conservatives,
Social Democrats and Liberals;

® the rise to power of representatives
of the right-wing forces in many EU
member states;

® the ideological and political split
within the EU between the old and new
member states on the independence
of the judiciary and respect for human
rights, as well as sanctions policy against

Russia and its supporting countries.

As a result, in recent years, in most
European countries, an increasingly
prominent role has been played by
parties whose programs were a mixture
of nationalist discourse with left-wing
social demands, anti-elitism and anti-
systemism.

The decline in the popularity of
the leading parties led to an increase
in the popularity of Eurosceptics, who
were associated either with the radical
European Identity and Democracy Party
(ID) or with the more moderate "Party of
European Conservatives and Reformists"
(ECR). Moreover, representatives of
the ECR in Italy (Brothers of Italy,
BI) and the Czech Republic (Civic
Democratic Party, CDP) currently head
the governments of these countries,
and in Poland the Law and Justice Party
(PiS) was at the head of the government
from 2015 until December 2023. At the
same time, in some countries: Austria,
Belgium, Italy, the Netherlands, Finland,
the Czech Republic and Sweden, there
has been a tendency for the positions
of center-right and far-right parties to
converge, which may have noticeable
consequences for the future of the
European Union.

In 2022~2023, right-wing parties
returned to power in a number of EU
member states: Austria, Latvia, Spain,
the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal,



Finland, Sweden. This trend has affected
the election results of the new EP, making
it more conservative for the next five
years. During this time, important laws
should be adopted regulating trade and
economic relations with China, further
expansion of the EU, establishment of
guarantees for compliance with the rule
of law by member states, etc.

A serious problem for the EU
has become the conflict between its
ruling institutions and the leadership
of Hungary, Poland and Slovakia over
respect for the rights of citizens and the
independence of the judicial branch of
government.

Election results and the new
composition of the European Parliament

Following the results of the elections
(as of June 14, 2024), the following
European parties will be represented
in the European Parliament, which will
consist of 720 deputies:

® The center-right euro optimistic
European People's Party (EPP) - 190
deputies of the EP (DEP) (26.4%), 14
more than in 2019, when the previous
elections were held;

® Center-left euro optimistic Party
of European Socialists (PES) - 136 DEPS
(18.9%), 3 less than in 2019;

® Euro optimistic European Party
Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for
Europe (ALDE) - 80 DEPS (11.1%), 22
less than in 2019;

® Moderately eurosceptic Party of
European Conservatives and Reformists
(ECR) - 76 deps (10.6%), 7 more than
in 2019;

® Radical eurosceptic Party Identity
and Democracy (ID) - 58 deps (8.1%), 9
more than in 2019.;

® ecological euro optimistic European
Green Party (EGP) - 52 DEP 7.2%, 19
less than in 2019;

® |eft-wing, moderately Eurosceptic
Party of the European Left (PEL) - 39 DEP
(5.4%), 2 more than in 2019;

® New parties not affiliated with any
one of the current European parties — 44
DEPS (6.05%), 44 more than in 2019;

® Independent deputies - 45 DEPS
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(6.25%), 12 less than in 2019.

These results confirmed the trend
of transformation of the EU party and
political system: the leading European
parties EPP, PES and ALDE retained their
leading positions in the EP, although
the results of PES (- 3 DEP) and ALDE
(-22 DEP) will decrease again compared
to 2019, especially for liberals. The
distribution of seats between these
parties gives only a general idea of the
trends in the political life of the European
Union. The real balance of power in the
new EP will depend on the ability of
factions and individual parties to enter
into coalitions with each other, which
will undoubtedly require significant
ideological flexibility and willingness
to take political risks. While the EPP is
likely to re-form a grand coalition with
the Socialists and Liberals, it can also
negotiate on certain issues with the
right-wing parties in a working mode,
if this does not create problems with
traditional allies.

The EGP party, after impressive
results in the 2019 elections, the
European "greens" have lost ground
almost everywhere. Opinion polls have
shown that for European voters, the
importance of the issue of climate change
has significantly decreased compared to
other issues such as security and living
standards.

The EPP faction, as the largest,
The nomination of its representative,
Ursula von der Leyen (Germany), for
a second term as President of the
European Commission (EC) on 18 July
was successful. The Portuguese Socialist
Party (PSOE) is in second place and, if
nothing else, its representative A. Costa,
the former Prime Minister of Portugal, is
likely to take the post of President of the
European Council. The representative of
ALDE, Estonian Prime Minister K. Kallas
will receive the post of First Deputy Head
of the European Commission, EU High
Representative for Security and Foreign
Policy. EPP representative will remain
President of the European Parliament
R.Metsola (Malta). To make all these

decisions, a coalition of these three
parties will be formed in the EP, which the
EPZ can join.

As for the right-wing Eurosceptic
parties advocating radical reform of
the European Union: ECR and ID, they
have significantly improved their results
compared to 2019. But each of them had
a relatively small faction in the EP, which
did not allow them to have a real impact
on the work of the European Parliament.
In this regard, it is worth noting that
on May 22, Marine Le Pen, the informal
leader of the leading ID party of the
"National Rally" (NR) of France, who
confidently won the eurovision elections
in her country, more than twice ahead
of the party of President E. Macron's
"Renaissance", said that NR refuses
to cooperate with the Alternative for
Germany (AfD) party because of the
Nazi statements of one of the leaders
of the AFD. Two days later, the AfD was
excluded from the IiD group, and soon
after, M. Le Pen proposed to the leader of
the ECR, Italian Prime Minister D. Meloni,
to create a united group of right-wing
eurosceptics in the new composition of
the EP, which could take second place
in the EP in terms of numbers, ahead of
PES and ALDE. Meloni has not yet given
her consent, but she has not given up
on a possible alliance with the ID, where
there would also be a place for 10 MEPs
from Fidesz to Orban, who supported this
initiative.

However, these far-right parties
share ideological differences. They agree
in assessing the problem of migration
as the main non-military threat to
the security of citizens, but they hold
different positions on international policy
issues, in particular, on the Ukrainian
conflict, relations with Russia and other
centers of power. This is clearly seen
in the example of the disagreements
between D. Meloni (ECR) and M. Le
Pen (ID). If Meloni positions herself
as an opponent of Russia's increasing
influence in Europe, a supporter of firm
Atlanticism and support for Ukraine,
then Le Pen holds a different opinion on
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these issues. At the same time, it must
be admitted that the increased number
of deputies from the extreme right will
objectively put pressure on the policies
of both the EU leadership and national
governments.

The moderately Eurosceptic PEL party
also improved its result, but remained
the smallest in the EP and is unlikely to
seriously influence the formation of the
EP agenda.

Practice shows that the leading
political institution of the EU, the
European Council, which includes the
heads of 27 member states, as well as
its head, S. Michel (ALDE) and von der
Leyen, as the head of the EC, plays a
decisive role in the appointment of a new
head of the EC. It is the European Council
that proposes to the new composition of
the EP a candidate for the post of head
of the EC and, apparently, at its summit,
which will take place shortly after the
EU elections and where this issue will
be discussed, von der Leyen will be re-
approved by the head of the EC for the
next 5 years.

The results of the last elections

Despite the fact that there have
been no significant changes in the
composition of the EP, the results of the
last elections send an alarming signal to
the leaders of the EU and its member
states. They indicate that the problem of
illegal migration occupies the first place
in the perceptions of EU citizens about
threats to their security. No matter how
much European liberals say that an aging
Europe needs migrant workers, illegal
immigrants do not solve the issue of labor
resources, but create additional problems.
EU citizens are concerned about their
own safety and the destruction of their
usual socio-economic and cultural
environment. These perceptions, in the
absence of an effective solution to the
migration problem, inevitably lead to
the politicization and securitization of
migration and asylum issues, as well as
the marginalization of other EU security
challenges.

Another serious reason for the
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strengthening of right-wing sentiments in
the EU, even in countries where left-wing
parties have historically been strong,
has been the deepening gap between
supranational and national elites, on
the one hand, and ordinary citizens,
on the other. EU citizens often perceive
integration as an elite project of Brussels
technocrats who ignore the needs of
ordinary people. According to surveys,
less than half of EU citizens are satisfied
with how democracy works in their
countries.

The role of the EP is to review and
approve new legislation, conduct policy
debates and allocate financial resources.
This means that the composition of the
new EP will determine the prospects for
the legislative process on many vital
issues for the future of the European
Union - the migration problem, the
green agenda, further expansion of the
EU, strategic autonomy and interaction
with the world's leading centers of
power: the United States, China,
Russia, India, etc. The main question is:
how will the increased representation of
far-right MPs in the new EP affect the
EU agenda and legislation over the next
five years and European politics more
broadly?

The completed terms in the European
Parliament, as recognized by European
politicians, was the most progressive
of all EU institutions. On issues related
to the rule of law, he insisted on
strengthening accountability in countries
where democratic norms were violated,
especially the independence of the
judiciary and freedom of the media.
The main supporters of these initiatives
were the center-left and liberal parties.
A shift to the right may lead to the fact
that the topic of the rule of law in the EU
will receive less support in the new EP,
despite the fact that the EPP proclaims
this as one of the main criteria for
cooperation with far-right parties. Most
likely, the European Green Agenda will
also be revised, as the elections showed
a drop in voter interest in the climate
problem.

The EP has limited powers in the
field of foreign policy and security and
defense policy, which mostly remain the
prerogative of national Governments.
Therefore, changes in its composition are
unlikely to have an immediate impact on
the EU's support for Ukraine. However,
the reduction of American aid to Kiev
in the event of D. Trump's victory may
cause a similar impulse among right-
wing EP deputies under the pretext of
reorienting funds to support EU citizens
and businesses. It is obvious that the
right-wing parties, with the possible
support of the centrists, will take a
tougher position on EU enlargement,
primarily the economic integration of
potential members.

The rightward tilt in the EU
member states undoubtedly introduces
some uncertainty about the further
development of European integration.
However, the answer to the question
"will there be more or less Europe after
the EU elections?" depends not so much
on the right-wing parties as on whether
the traditional European consensus
of populists, socialists and liberals will
remain. 4
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